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From @uctoap Fuly the 18th, to Saturday Fuly the 22d, 1710. 


The Fragrant-Poft or Parliament of Flowers. 


PON a time, the Flowers aflembled,and 
met in one general Counfel, by the Au- 
thority and Summons of the Soveraign 
Rofe, their undoubted natural King, 

who had taken the Lilly for his Royal Spoufe. 
The dew of Heaven fell plentifully upon this hap- 
py conjunction, which made them to Bourgeon, to 
propagate and profper exceedingly, in fo much, 
that the {weet fragrant Odor which they did caft, 
diffufed it felf over all the Earth. To this meet- 
ing came the Violet, the Gilliflower, Rofemary, 
the Tulyp, Lavender and Thyme, the Cinque- 
foyle (tho’ of a foreign growth) had an honour- 
able rank amongft them, and as fome obferved, 
got too much credit with the royal Rofe. The 
Flowers of the Field were admitted alfo to this 
great Counfel the Covflip, the Honyfuckle and 
Daifie had their Delegates there prefent, to con- 
fule of a Reformation of certain abufes which 
had taken rooting in the common wealth of Flow- 
ers, and being af under the Rofe, they had pri- 
vilege to fpeak all things with freedom , Com- 
plaints were made that much Cockle and Darnell, 


with other noxious Herbs and Tares were crept } 


in amongft them, that the Poppie did pullulat 
too much, with divers ether grievances. The 
fuccefs of this Senat, this great Bed or Pofie of 
living Flowers, was like to prove very profpc- 
rous, but that the herb Briony, Wormwood, 


Wolfebane, Rue, and Melampod (the emblems-of 


Sedition, Malice, Fear, Ambition and Jealoufie) 
thruft in amongft them, and much diftempered 
their proceedings: Thefe brought in with them 
the Burr, which exceedingly retarded and intan- 
pled all bufinefless and ic was thought that the 
Thiflle was too meddling amongft them, which 
made matters grow to that acrimony and confu- 


fion, as if the herb Morfws diaboli had got in 
amongft them. Amongft many other good-mor- 
rows, they propounded to the Rofe, that he fhould 
part with his prickles, and tranfmic his {trength 
that way to be difpofed of by them; the Rofe 
liked not this bold requelt of theirs, tho’ couched 
in very {mooth Addrefles, but anfwered, | have 
hitherto condefcended to every thing you have 
propounded, much more then any of my Prede- 
ceflors ever did; but touching thefe prickles, 
which God and nature hath given me, and are 
inherent in me and my ftock from the begianing, 
tho’ they be but excreflencies, yet you know they 
fortify and arm me, Armat Spina Rofam, And by 
them | protect you and your rights from Violence, 
and what Protection I pray can there be without 
ftrength ? Therefore I will by no means part with 
them to enfeeble my regal Power, but will re- 
retain them ftill, and bequeath them to my Pofte- 
rity, which | would be loth to betray in this 
Point; nor dol much value what that filly in- 
fefted Animal, the King of Bees tells me fome- 
times, when humming up and down my leaves, 
he would buzze this ae belief into me, how it 
added much to his Majefty, that nature gives him 
no fting, as all other Bees have, becaufe he fhould 
rely altogether upon the love and loyalty of his 
Subjeéts. Noy; I will take warning by the Eagle, 
the King of Volatills, and by the Lyon, King of 
Ouadrupedals, who (as the Prince of AZoralifis re- 
ports) when by fair Infinuations the one had 
parted wich his Tallons, the other with his. Teeth 
and Ongles wherein their might, and confequeat- 
ly their Majefty confifted, grew afterwards con- 
temptible to all Creatures, and quite loft that na- 
tural Allegiance and awe which was duc vato che 


one from all Birds, and to the ocber, from» all. 
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Very natural Born Afonarch hath an inherent 
inalienable ftrength in himfelf, which is the 
common Militia of his Kingdom, for tho’ the 
Peoples Love (which oftentimes is got by an Ap- 
ple aud loft by a Pear) bea good Citeadel, yet 
there muft be a Concurrence of fome vilible fet- 
tied Force befides, which no Earthly Power may 
difpofe of without his Royal Commands: And 
for him to tranfmit this ftrength to any other, Is 
the only way torender him inglorious and defpi- 
cable, both at Home and Abroad. 
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The Cafuiftical-Polt, or Athenian Mercury. 


eh NT BEN firft 1 from.the fhell of No- 

(nage crept, 
And into Reafons Lap fupinely ftept. 
Like fome Indulgent Nurfe, or kind Ally, 
She various Pleafures caught me to Deicry. 
My. Novice Thoughts fhe gently did Refine, 
And Spua my Fancy to the Imperial Line, 
With winning Objects of the beft pretence, 
And natural Rules agreeable co Senfe. 
She Entertain’d; And to ainufe began 
That bufy active thinking part in Man. 
She cold me Truth was by Experience try’d, 
That. Meeknefs was Antagonilt to Pride, 
That ’tis more laudable (among the wife) 
To take Affronts, than fuch to exercife. 
That injuring others without caufe of blame, 
Blafts our own Merits with deferved fhame. 
That who'd Reform and Caltivate the Times. 
Muft:be impartial to offenfive Crimes. 
With Notions too fhe did my Mind Imprefs 
For evry lojury, to feek Redrefs. 
Which to Purfte; beisg the other Day 
Calumaijated in a Treach’rous way. 
Straight 1 apply’d my felf toone who vow’d 
Himielf, a Perfon of Heroick Blood. 
And that he’d {pend his utmoft drop of Junk, 
Before the Honour of Equity fhou’d fiak. 
I fu’d for Juitice, hop’d ic as my.due, — 
From whence the Grievance (partly) did cafue. 
Buc all in vainy hisHDormant Pen Declines, 
The Generous Candour of preceding, Lines. 
Th’ Immortal Backer taj? Cat lalt) drimayd, 
And to.che weaker Sex -retufes Aid. 
Speak. Mighty Oracle; Decide the Cafe? 
What fhould fucceed; Iu bright ffrea’s Piace ? 
Jo Core the Seafons; what muft now be done? 
li Brstains Cenfor 3 Britifh Virtues fhun ? 

° Urbania. 


? ee? i se sot 

Anfa. If eer you've from the Shel of Nona, 
Crth 

And have not ever fince fupinely flepr. (oreps, 


You’d find that Nature never made you wife 

ln teaching to revenge your Injuries, 

For fimple Nature with a Headftrong Will 

Boggles on good, but rufhes.on to ill. 

She Pleafures charms might teach you to def-ry 
Aad Sing your foolifh Sout a Lullaby, 
Your Novice Thoughts fhe might in all refice 
And {pin your Fancy to the Imperial Live, sie 
But all her Sweets were nothing but pretence 

Clafhing with Good, agreeable to Senfe. 

Truth 1 indced by long Experience try’d; 

And Meekne/s 1 Antagonist to Pride. 

But fure, Revenging does to Pride belong, 

And ’cis not Meeknefs to return a wrongs 

if from your felf the ill you fuffer came, 

You muft your felf, and not another blame. 

If it proceeds not from, your own Offence, 

| Nothing bur Peace approaches Innocence. 
Patience will {weeten all you do receive, 

At leaft an Enemy not make you grieve. 

Your Lines might Bickerftaff himfelf difmay. 

To fee fuch Verfes from Urbania. ' 

No wonder then his: Dermant Pen declines 

Tbe Gen vous. Candour of preceding Lines. 

No wonder when fuch Lines the Cenfor vex, 

He flights the Woman-and Affronts the Sex 


Q. Whether may a Man lawfully buy thofe Goods 

which he knows, or flrongly [ufpetts to be feollen ¢ Or 
if he hath ignorantly bought fuch Goods, whether may 
he lawfully, after the Knowlege of the Qwner, kee 
therm. 
_ A. To buy fuch Goods as you know, or have 
juft caufe to fufpect that they are ftollen, makes 
you acceflary to the Theft: For if there were 20 
Receivers, there would be no Thieves: But if, 
making ule of Saint Pasd’s Rule concerning Meats, 
you extend your liberty to whatfoever is foldin 
the Miatket, and shail in the exercife of that free 
dom upou a juft and vuluable confideration ign 
jrautly buy thefe Goods, which you afterwards 
j|iear aud know to be anothers, your contrats 
jigaltlefs, face your invincible want of Kaowlegt 
lacquits you from any guilcof confent: Yet with 
ul, you are bound co acquaint the true Owntt 
with the matter, and to proffer your felves re 
dy to joyn with him ia the Profecucion of tm 
| Law upoa the Offender, and upon an equal [ath 
faction co teuder him hisown, 

Q. What ts thetrue meaning of rhefe Vor ds, Som’ 
have made themfelves Funenchs? Ah 
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© 


opt, 


A. \vis not, fome have vowed fingle Life ( 


ro maintaincheir prefent Eftate, that fo they ma 


rhe better ferve God, and advance his Kingdom, |rhe Man perifn. 


Both in chemfelves and others. lunfpeakable Griefs. which arife from france 
, i . j j ' : 5 : - ‘ ti ‘Wei re eA 
ae on ¢ . ’ “s0t# 2 t ; Pr . i . ~7 . - }° 

QO. He Ho are meant hei é vy Euureuchs . luddaln Occ GIONS, wal} CINA WHINE CO juce 
A. By Earuchs are meant thole who have no/cour the part offended. the vical Spirits whict 
=" ae ; ad) “~ ta - a S) “ ; a: .. - ' ried . eae a ? = = 
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and jivea fingle Life. 
(). Flow many Sorts of Eunuchs ave rhere ? 
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the Papiits dream) nor tome have made theme | fore apd pleuty oF 

felycs Funenchs (as Origen thought) but that there | {pre 3c] , 

are fome, who being allured that they have the|hpht, to tie funerScial mart of the Bed¥c. acd 
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¥ }torfaken, it is vo marvel if 
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ithemfelves unto the Heart. 
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muchs from their Mother: Who are fo cold of | Heart, by che aboundant hear of them, is not fuc- 


Conftitution that they are unfic for Generation. 


Secondly, There are fome who were made 
Evauchs by Mens who either for fome Sin, or 
for fome difeafe of the Body liave been gelded: 
Or elfe fo dealt withal by force, for the keeping 
of Queens, Virgins, or Concubines, which was 
nfiual amongft che Gentiles, and is yet in ule 


amongft the Turks. 

Thirdly, There are Eunuchs, who have made 
themfelves Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heavens 
fake. That is, there are fome who being endued 
by God with the Gift of Continency, do devote 
themfelves wholly up tothe Service of the Lord, 
and withdraw themfelves from all carnal Delights, 
which may diftraé& them fron the Lord’s Work. 

It is controverted between us and the Papifts, 
whether: ic is lawfv] and meritorious to vow the 
vow of continency or not? And for the proof of 
the affirmative, they produce this Argument 
drawn from this place. 

This word Eunuch doth denote a vow; and 
therefore thofe who make themfelves Euauchs for 
the Kingdom of Heavens fake, are thofe who have 
vowed the vow of contincncy : The Antecedent 
Bellarmine proves thus ; He is not an Exxuch who 
only doth contain, but he who cannot contain: 
Now tliefe Exnuchs are not compelled to contain 
for fome defect of nature (becanfe they are di- 
ftinguifhed from fuch) nor are conftrained by any 
common Law, becaufe there is no Law which for- 
bids Marriage abfolutely ; and therefore by Eu- 
nucks are meant thofe who have vowed the vow 
of continency. Bellarm. Lib. de Monarch. Cap. 22%. 

Q. Wry de many dye with too great an appreben- 
fron of For, others with tco much Cr icf and Surrow o; 
te M. na £ 


A. Perhaps becaule in great Joys and Delights, 


coured, but {mothered and overa velmed, and {: 
dyeth. Or Perhaps, becawie every fuperfiuous 
over-much, is always hurtful, and therefore tho’ 
delight do help Nature, yet it is oaly when de- 
light isin his jult temperature: For Meat help- 
feth thst Creature which it nourifhech, but yet 
'too much doth not only offend, but killeth bim : 
And if Grief be moderate, tho’ it be always of- 
fenfive, yet if it be not over-great, and patiently 
born, it overthroweth not. 

Q. J defire to know why our Saviour ( Luke 4.) 
woud not give the Devii Audience, even where be 
[pake Truth ? 

A, Our Saviour (Lake 4.) would not give the 
Devil Audience even where he fpake Truth, / 
know thee who thou art, the boly one of God; refufing 
to have the Father of Lyes bear witnefs of him, 
becaufe he knew he ufed that Truth only to coun- 
tenance Error: And on the fame account the 
Apoftles (Aés 16. 17.) filenced the Spirit of Di- 
vination, and fet a Gagg in his Mouth when lhe 
would have defiled the Gofpel by preaching it, 
Mat. 4.6. we find the Devil quoting Scripture, 
but ftrangely maimed and perverted, to make it 
ferve his own turn; for one part is left out, the 
other mifapplied. We may be fare this Impo- 
ftour hath never any Errand but deceit, whatever 
Meflage he feems to bring: This Lyar always 
mixeth fome Truth with his Tale that may make 
way for it to enter into belief. For Vice and 
Falfhood muft {till borrow the afliftance of Vertue 
and Truth. There is always true Corn ftrewed 
under a Pit-fall; and they are fol] and weightyEars 
which we daube with Lime to deceive the poor 
Birds in a Snow. In Lottery’s there are fome 
few Prizes among many Blanks to keep up the 
Game. Evenin the Dunghill of Atabomet’s Al- 


(that are cithcr new, or long expected, or very 


coranthere are fome Jewels, aud Sergins hath be- 
{pangied 


is Che part mot nobie 
g | ie The plenry of 
A. Firlt, There are fome who were Born Ex} which Spirits being over-grest, the miferable 


fpangted and decked it with fone parceis and 
brasces of Scriprure and Chriftianity, 

Er partem vers fabula quaque tenet. 

This great Deceiver Satan, dev*eth as Cheaters 
are ordinarily wont, who tO make their Impo- 
flures more currant and paflable, ufe fome means 


ro vain a credit before they can Cozen. Alchy- | 
yilts bring, forth fomectimes true and real Gold 
out of their farnaces pretending it made there, 


which was fecretly convey’d thither, that they 
riay the more eafily impofe upon belief. Let me 
beware of Satan’s hook, tho’ covered with never 
fo fecions and pleafing a bait. Tho’ his Pills be 
gilded, yet they are poyfonous. Tho’ he take 
the coversnp of an Angel of Light on him, yet by 
a circumfpeét Eye, the black Fiend may be dif- 
cerocd under it: There fufpeé him moft where 
his pretences are moft plaufible. 
Q. Why hath Man only chrained of Nature the 
Gift of Shamefastne/s ? 
A. Perhaps, becaufe all other Creatures, even 
from the Day of their Creation, were made and 
ordained to one only end, which they could ne- 
ver alter, being provoked and directed thereun- 
to by Nature: But Man being created free in his 
Will, to put his Hand to the fire, or to the wa- 
ter, to follow Vertue, or Vice, it was neceflary 
that he fhould be tempered and governed in his 
Will with fome bridle, to the end he might not 
run Riot, and be utterly overwhelmed with in- 
temperancy: And this bridle or reftraint, is 
Shamefaftnefs; which (forafmuch-as that freedom 
of ‘will to Sin; doth ftill continue after the Fall) 
doth ftillremain both a bridle to Sin, and a trea- 
fury of all feminine and youthful] Vertues. Or 
perhaps; becaufe other Creatures cannot have any 
matter of fhame," or Shamefaftnefs, there being 
in them no fach Zeal of Honour as is in Men, 
and therefore to whatfoever part is deformed in 
them, or hath but the leaft fhow of indecency in 
ic, Nature hath provided a cover, leaft it fhould 
“offend the Eyes of the Beholders: For our Wife 

and Provident Mother Nature, would that in eve- 
ory thing: there fhould be comelinefs, honefty, uti- 
~Kity and beauty: But Man, who by Wit and: Art, 
and fodultry, and Labours, and watchiogs, ought 


to ‘afpite to Honour, Glory and Immortality, 


[4] 


Q. Why would Nature give Anger nuto all tiviy 
Creatures ? g 

A. Perhaps, becaufe by fuch means the Chole. 
rick humour eafily awakening thofe forces that ip 
our quietter moods are fallen afleep, aud ftirri 
them forward againft thofe dangers.that hall any 
way incounter them, they might Arm themfelves 
with a defence anfwerable to thofe dangers that 
do aflailthem. For if a Dog being aflaulted by 
any other Beaft, were not carried by the Vio. 
lence of this Anger to his own defence, he would 
neither fhew that courage that he doth i his 
fight, nor indore the combat, but rather lofe his 
own Life. And a Horfe fo magnanimous a Beaft 
at the found of the Trumpet would never be fo 
ready, and hardy to aflail the Enemies Squadrons, 
if he were not fpurred forward by the force of 
this affection, which by the great concourfe of 
Blood about the Heart, inflameth the Spirits, and 
miniftreth new vigour unto the Members. Or 
perhaps, becaufe there is no Nature under the 
Heavens that hath not fome contrary and oppofite 
Nature unto it, as the Water to the Fire, the 
Lamb to the Wolf, the Wolf to the Dog, and 
the like have all other Creatures. From which 
contrariety of Natures there arifeth plentiful oc- 
cafion of Wrongs and Violences, to the utter re 
ine of One another: And therefore it was necel- 
fary to the confervation of every particular Na- 
ture, that it be furnifhed with the ftrength and 
vigour of this angry affection, whereby fuch of 
fences might be removed as fhal] any way affailor 
encounter. it. And therefore we fee that Nature 
hath. not only given this potent affeétion to this 
neceflary end, but hath likewife furnifhed every 
Creature with outward Arms for his. better de- 
fence: As with Horns, Tusks, Teeth, Beaks, Tale 
lons, Heels, Prickles, Poyfon, and a thoufand the 
like forces, both to offend. their affailants, and to 
defend themfelves. And if the have given nonegf 
thefe, yet fhe hath given flight, fwiftnefs of run- 
ning agility of Body to fuccour themfelves: Foria 
vain had that force of dourage been, which Anger 


miniftreth again{t a prefent iajury, if it were 006 


for that affiftance that it hath trom thofe outwaré 


Arms, whereby Anger being kindled in the Brealt 


of any Creature, he becometa hardy and bold, t0 — 


hath a large Field, yea many occafions of Sliame,’ defend, and offend, to enter combate with his 


that being moved thereby, he might imitate the 
magnanimous and ftudious Cefars, Alexanders, ’ 


- Avifboles, and the like. 


verfary, to, beat down his Forces, to wound, 


tear, to kill whatf{oever fhal]l make refiftance,, 
feck to offend him. : 
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